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Dear Student

Greetings!

Your HRV1601 exam is on 11 June 2018. Please start with the preparation way in advance and not two
nights before the exams. This purpose of this letter is to assist you in the exam preparation and for the
exam itself. Please read it carefully and try to adhere to the recommendations as best as you can. By now,
all the assignments are completed and you can focus on the preparation of the exams.

1.

PREPARING FOR THE EXAMINATION

The following are important steps if you wish to do well during the exams.

1.1 MAKE SURE THAT YOU KNOW THE:

e MATERIAL IN THE STUDY GUIDE
e BILL OF RIGHTS
e CONSTITUTION OF SOUTH AFRICA

IT IS ALSO VERY IMPORTANT THAT YOU CONCENTRATE ON THE CONTENT OF THE PRESCRIBED
ASSIGNMENTS.

It is a fallacy to think that you can pass without properly understanding the information contained
in the study guide. Not only are you expected to know the material, you also have to be able to
analyse and apply it. Therefore, begin by reading and understanding the study guide material. The
internet is useful to broaden your knowledge or to find explanations. Alternatively, a visit to the
library can only be to your advantage to broaden your knowledge.

1.2 YOU MUST BE ABLE TO DIFFERENTIATE BETWEEN THE MAIN POINTS OF AN ARGUMENT AND THE

1.3

1.4

DETAILS OF AN ARGUMENT.

For example, in a two-hour examination, you are not expected to summarize everything that
appears in this study guide, but you must be able to state what the main arguments are and
distinguish between a main argument and a subsidiary argument.

WORK THROUGH YOUR ASSIGNMENTS.

At least some of the data included in your assignments will reappear in the exam. Learn from your
mistakes during the year. Be succinct and keep to the point. Try not to deviate too much, as this is
a waste of time.

WORK THROUGH THE FOLLOWING QUESTIONS AS A MEANS OF PREPARATION FOR THE
EXAMINATIONS.

These questions (which are given below) will help you to see what the lecturer considers the main
issues to be. Prepare summaries for yourself on the issues/questions that are listed here.



2. QUESTIONS TO ASSIST YOU IN YOUR PREPARATION FOR THE EXAMINATIONS

PLEASE NOTE THAT YOU WILL ANSWER FOUR QUESTIONS EACH COUNTING 25 MARKS. THERE WILL
NOT BE A COMPULSORY QUESTION.

Assignment topics and the exams

Work through the assignment questions, both the first semester and the second semester topics, this is generally a
very good preparation for the exams, but you cannot confine yourself only to the assighment content alone. You
need to look at the entire content in the Study Guide. It is not good that you simply throw ideas together
without engaging with them critically; this is not the aim of an assignment. It is essential that you try to
relate your writing to contextual issues. Most of you are quite successful in this regard, but others either
do not understand or ignore the instructions. This is an opportunity to put your knowledge to the test by
applying it to real-life scenarios. It also tells us that you understand the content if you can apply it.

Please read the Study Guide from page to page, and then you ought to be ready for the exams

|Question topics and the exams

* Make sure that you use all the assignment topics, even the ones that you did not do, but
concentrate on all of them in preparation for the exam. It is a very sure way to prepare for the
examinations and to cover essential content.

* Human Rights is ‘Human Dignity’. Make sure you understand what is meant by human rights and
the underlying values inherent in human rights.

* Consider the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and the African Charter against the backdrop
of the terrible and most recent violations of human rights that occur on the continent of Africa.

* Consider how cultural norms and practices violate people’s human rights, especially that of women
and children.

* Human Rights and ‘Human Dignity’. Is there any difference? Elaborate.

* Ascertain human rights in relation to Africa. The need to establish a human rights culture in Africa.

How will you cultivate a human rights culture in Africa?

* Explain what is meant by derogable and non-derogable in relation to Human Rights. By means of
case studies, show how the Non-Derogable Rights of your choice are disregarded or ignored in
South Africa and why? Demonstrate how these rights have or are meant to transform South Africa

* By spelling out the human rights as stipulated by the Bill of Rights, can you critically reflect how
effective or not it [the bill of rights] has been as a transformational tool towards the creation of a
democratic South Africa? Do we have shortfalls in the implementation of human rights?



Consider the concept “Freedom”. Choose four of the Human Rights in relation to Freedom. Discuss
the rights in detail and assess how faithful, we are to these specific rights in South Africa or in a
wider African/World context. Where necessary give case studies to illustrate and support your
views.

Consider the importance of the Bill of Rights for any society. Show in particular how effective it
was as a transformational tool towards the creation of a democratic South Africa.

Consider the basic legal instruments that assisted in the development of the Declaration of Human
Rights as it is today. The history of the Declaration of Human Rights.

The Republic of South Africa prides itself with one of the most progressive constitutions in the
world. In this regard, the Constitution is supposed to guarantee the basic political, cultural, social
and economic rights of all who reside in the country. Yet there are persistent reports of citizen
intolerance of non-citizens, refugees, migrants. Explore the rights of refugees and explain the
presence of xenophobic attitudes and violence in the light of the constitution of South Africa.

Acknowledging the essence of the Bill of Rights, give your own opinion on how effective it has been
as a transformational tool in a democratic South Africa.

It is believed that Children also have human rights. What are your opinions in this regard and can
you be specific as to what rights children possess and to what extent can these rights be
implemented. What are the circumstances today that militate against the implementation of
children’s rights? How do children’s rights compare with adult human rights?

Evaluate some customary laws and the practices thereof, which are not always congruent with the
Bill of Rights particularly when it comes to the Rights of women, the rights of gay persons,
children's rights and the rights of foreigners.

Adult females too have rights. Critically discuss the implications of these rights women possess in
relation to the lives of women in society, the workplace, cultures and the church. Where possible
use concrete examples where women'’s rights are not adhered to and provide solutions.

Evaluate some customary laws and the practices thereof, which are not always congruent with the
Bill of Rights particularly when it comes to the Rights of women, the rights of gay persons,
children's rights and the rights of foreigners.

Write a substantial account on the BILL OF HUMAN RIGHTS. Identify the different types of human
rights and the importance of these rights to restore and equalize the living situation in South Africa
and the rest of Africa. Show how some human rights are blatantly violated in South Africa and
Africa. (If you are not from this continent, feel free to use examples of your own particular
situation).

3.

STRUCTURE OF THE EXAMINATION




The examination is set out of 100 marks. All students must answer four questions of your choice,
which carries 25 marks each. You will therefore have to make sure that you write in a manner that
does justice to the number of marks allocated to that question. PLEASE DO NOT OMIT ANY
QUESTIONS!! Answer four.

Warning: NEVER LEAVE THE EXAMINATION CENTRE EARLY.

Even if you have completed the questions before the two hours have expired, use the time to read
your work and to correct it.

Some students always asked me whether they needed to add bibliographies and references in the
examination. Of course not, but you may refer to authors as well as related material and articles
that you may have read.

Remember to indicate on the front cover of your examination answer book which four
questions you have answered.

4.

CONCLUSION

| trust that the comments and questions provided in this letter will assist you in your preparation for the
examinations. Work hard and do your best. Please feel free to phone me or make an appointment to come
and see me if you encounter any problems in your preparation for the examination.

Kind regards

Prof Jennifer Slater

Tel: 012 429-8058

E-mail: slaterj@unisa.ac.za

Departmental Administrator

Mrs Nthabiseng Swarts

Tel: 012 429 6868

E-mail: mohlo@unisa.ac.za







