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1 INTRODUCTION 

Dear Student 

Welcome to the module, The Geography of People-Resource Interactions in the Global South. In 
this module, you will be given the opportunity to develop your own voice on issues related to the 
interaction between people and resource use in different regions of the Global South. This module 
provides a unique regional perspective on resource use and the implications thereof.  

Because this is a fully online module, you will need to use myUnisa to study and complete the 
learning activities for this module. The learning material and activities are developed to be 
interactive and we hope that you will embrace the interactive nature of the learning experience 
and also learn from your peers.  

2 OVERVIEW OF GGH4805 

2.1 Purpose 

The purpose of this module is to guide you as the student in developing your own voice on issues 
related to the interaction between people and resource use in different regions of the Global 
South. This module presents a unique regional perspective on resource use and the implications 
thereof, with a strong focus on people and their roles in different spatiotemporal contexts.  

2.2 Outcomes 

Through exposure to a variety of authentic contexts in the Global South, students will be guided 
to critically reflect on the wide spectrum of resource issues this region is grappling with, while 
developing their skills to actively engage with these issues to effect real and lasting improvements. 

For this module, you will have to master several outcomes: 

 Specific outcome 1: Conduct a resource analysis of the Global South from a geographical 
perspective.  

 Specific outcome 2: Position yourself within the multitude of discourses on sustainable 
resource usage in the Global South. 

 Specific outcome 3: Frame an authentic geographical task concerned with resource use, 
the consequences thereof and how to deal with the implications at the local scale.  

 Specific outcome 4: Alert role players to uncertainties, complexities and vulnerabilities 
concerning resource use at the local scale.  

3 LECTURER AND CONTACT DETAILS 

3.1 Lecturer 

The primary lecturer for this module is Anna de Jager: 
Department of Geography 
Room 037 
Calabash Building (B-Block) 
Unisa Science Campus  
Florida, Johannesburg 
South Africa 
 
Telephone: +27 (0)11 471 2022 
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E-mail: djageae@unisa.ac.za 
 
Please note that lecturers also have off campus responsibilities. It is therefore advisable to make 
an appointment before visiting the campus. You can also contact your lecturer by e-mail or post 
an enquiry on the module site via the Question and Answer tool. 
 
I hereby acknowledge the work on this module by lecturers in previous years. This module was 
developed in a team approach by Prof Rudi Pretorius and Ms Mari Nöthling (2013). Revisions 
were made by Ms Andrea Lombard (2014) and Ms Anna de Jager (2017 and 2018). 
 
 

3.2 Department  

The Department of Geography is on the ground floor of the Calabash Building on the Unisa 
Science Campus. The Science Campus is situated on the corner of Christiaan de Wet and 
Pioneer Avenues in Florida, Johannesburg, South Africa. 

The contact details of the Department of Geography are as follows: 

o Tel: 011 471 3689 (+27 11 471 3689) 
o Fax: 011 471 3216 (+27 11 471 3216) 

 
Please note that the departmental administrative staff cannot make appointments on behalf of 
lecturers. Appointments must be made and confirmed directly with lecturers. 

 

3.3 University 

To contact the University, follow the instructions in the brochure Study @ Unisa. Remember to 
have your student number available when you contact the University. 

Whenever you contact a lecturer via email or post, please provide your student number to enable 
the lecturer to help you more effectively. 

4 RESOURCES 

4.1 Joining myUnisa 

The myUnisa learning management system is the University’s online campus which will help you 
communicate with your lecturers, with other students and with the administrative departments at 
Unisa. For more information on myUnisa, consult the brochure Study @ Unisa. 

To go to the myUnisa website directly, go to https://my.unisa.ac.za. Click on the Claim UNISA 
Login on the top of the screen on the myUnisa website. You will then be prompted to give your 
student number in order to claim your initial myUnisa details as well as your myLife e-mail login 
details. 

 

4.2 Recommended books  

Leyshon, A, Lee, R, McDowell, L & Sunley, P. (eds). 2011. The SAGE handbook of economic 
geography. Thousand Oaks: SAGE.  

Also available as an e-book. 
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Motta, SC & Nilsen, AG. (eds). 2011. Social movements in the Global South: dispossession, 
development and resistance. Basingstoke: Palgrave Macmillan. 

Also available as an e-book. 
Murray, W. 2015. Geographies of globalization. London: Routledge. 
Murshed, SM, Goulart, P & Serino, LA. (eds). 2011. South-south globalization: challenges and 
opportunities for development. London: Routledge.  
  Also available as an e-book. 
Rigg, J. 2007. An everyday geography of the Global South. London: Routledge. 
  Also available as an e-book. 
Stokke, K & Tornquist, O. (eds). 2013. Democratization in the Global South: The importance of 
transformative politics. Palgrave: Macmillan. 

      Also available as an e-book. 
Williams, G, Meth, P & Willis, K. 2014. Geographies of developing areas: The Global South in a 
changing world. London: Routledge. 
 
Recommended books can be requested online, via the Library catalogue.  

 

4.3 Electronic reserves (e-reserves)  

There is no list of e-reserves linked to the module on the library site. In each of the learning units 
there are, however, links to electronic material you need to access in order to do the activities. 
Please refer to the resources provided under Additional Resources on myUnisa. 

You also need to obtain a variety of sources based on literature searches to do the activities and 
assignments for this module. 

E-reserves can be downloaded from the library catalogue. More information is available at:  

http://libguides.unisa.ac.za/request/request. 

 

4.4  Library services and resources 

The Unisa Library offers a range of information services and resources: 

 for detailed library information go to  

http://www.unisa.ac.za/sites/corporate/default/Library 

 for research support and services (e.g. personal librarians and literature 

search services) go to 

http://www.unisa.ac.za/sites/corporate/default/Library/Library-

services/Research-support 

 

The Library has created numerous library guides:  

      http://libguides.unisa.ac.za 

 

Recommended guides:  

 Request and download recommended material: 

http://libguides.unisa.ac.za/request/request 
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 Postgraduate information services: 

http://libguides.unisa.ac.za/request/postgrad 

 Finding and using library resources and tools:  

http://libguides.unisa.ac.za/Research_skills 

 Frequently asked questions about the Library:  

http://libguides.unisa.ac.za/ask 

 Services to students living with disabilities: 

http://libguides.unisa.ac.za/disability 
 

5 HOW TO STUDY ONLINE 

5.1 What does it mean to study fully online? 

Studying fully online modules differs completely from studying some of your other modules at 
Unisa. 

 All your study material and learning activities for online modules are designed to be 
delivered online on myUnisa.  

 All your assignments must be submitted online. This means that you will do all your 
activities and submit all your assignments on myUnisa. In other words, you may NOT post 
your assignments to Unisa using the South African Post Office.  

 All communication between you and the University happens online. Lecturers will 
communicate to you by e-mail and SMS, as well as using the Announcements, the 
Discussion Forums and the Questions and Answers tools. You can also use all of these 
ways to ask questions and contact your lecturers.  

5.2 myUnisa tools  

The main tool that we will use is the Lessons tool. This tool will provide the content of and the 
assessments for your module. At times you will be directed to join discussions with fellow students 
and complete activities and assessments before you can continue with the module. 

It is very important that you log in to myUnisa regularly. We recommend that you log in at least 
once a week to do the following: 

 Check for new announcements. You can also set your myLife e-mail account so that you 
receive the announcement e-mails on your cell phone. 

 Do online activities. Do not skip these activities because they will help you complete the 
assignments for the module. When you do the activities for each learning unit, we want you 
to share your answers with the other students in your group. You can read the instructions 
and even prepare your answers offline, but you will need to go online to post your messages. 
We have also provided a Social Cafe where you can socialise with the other students in the 
module. 

We hope that by giving you extra ways to study the material and practise all the activities, this will 
help you to succeed in the online module.  

5.3 The secret of success 

You can use Study @ Unisa for general guidelines on time management and planning. Start 
working on your four compulsory assignments and final port folio as you progress through the 
study material. Do not wait until you have completed all the lessons applicable to an assignment 
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before you start with the assignment. We suggest that you type or write out and file your answers 
to the activities rather than only think about them.  

 

5.4 Module-specific study plan 

The problem-based and contextualised approach is followed in this module, which means that 
you learn while you are analysing various real-world situations. Please refer to additional 
resources on the module site for more information on the study plan for the module (see Road 
Map to GGH4805). 

5.5 Ethics statement 

All of you who have registered for this module should take note that your lecturer may or may not 
require information from you for research purposes. The information required may be from the 
assignments you have completed or from additional activities that your lecturer may ask you to 
take part in or comment on, or from the marks you have obtained for your assignment or from 
anything related to the teaching of the module you have registered for. In all these instances, the 
information you have provided will not identify you in any way. Your identity will thus remain 
anonymous and the information you provide will remain confidential. The lecturer will not use your 
information in any way that is unethical or that does not abide by the Unisa policy on research 
ethics. The lecturer will also apply to the College Ethics Research Committee for ethics clearance 
to do research on specific data from the module, after which approval will be obtained from the 
Research Permission Sub-Committee of Unisa to use Unisa student data. Through this research, 
the lecturer will be able to improve and develop this module for future students. If you cannot 
consent to your lecturer using the information indicated above, inform your lecturer via e-mail. 

 

6 ASSESSMENT 

6.1 Assessment plan 

The purpose of assessment is twofold. Firstly assessment is done to guide your learning progress 
and secondly to benchmark your learning in terms of the objectives and assessment criteria of 
the module. Assessment is therefore conducted during the learning period as well as at the end 
thereof. Marking guidelines will be provided on myUnisa.  
 
The following is a breakdown of the formal assessment activities as they become due during the 
year:  

Assignment 
Contribution 

to year 
mark 

Contribution 
to final mark Type of assignment 

Unique 
number 

Due date  

01 25% 48% Blog 739787 15 April 2019 

02 25% Written 779507 3 June 2019 

03 25% Written 731017 29 August 2019 

04 25% Written 636866 4 November 2019 

05 0% 
52% Non-venue based 

port folio 
795550 20 January 2020 
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The final assessment is in the form of a port folio Assignment 05). The questions for Assignment 
05 will be provided on the myUnisa learning platform for the module. You will receive an 
announcement as soon as the questions are uploaded. 

6.2 Year mark and final non-venue based port folio 

Your final mark for this module will be calculated using the year mark as well as the mark for the 
final port folio (Assignment 05). In order to obtain access to summative assessment you have to 
do at least one assignment. You are, however advised to do all the assignments as they all 
contribute to your year mark. The weighting of the course is year mark 48% and the port folio 
52%. 

6.3 Declaration of authenticity 

It is essential to include a declaration of authenticity in each of your assignments (you can include 
it after the cover page before the table of contents) 

Use  the following declaration as an example 

 

I _____________________________ hereby declare that the assignment, which I hereby submit 
for the module GGH4805 at the University of South Africa, is my own work and has not previously 
been submitted by me or another student. Where we worked together in a study group each 
member created his/her own original assignment which is not a duplication of other students’ 
work.  

I declare that all sources used are acknowledged and academically referenced. Where words 
from a written source have been used, the words have been paraphrased and referenced and 
where exact words from a source have been used, the words have been placed in quotation 
marks and referenced.  

I declare that I have not copied and pasted any information from the internet without specifically 
acknowledging the source and have inserted appropriate references to these sources in the 
reference section of the assignment.  

Student signature: ______________________ Date: ___________________ 

 

6.4 Assignments 

Assignments are submitted online via myUnisa in PDF format. Please submit a declaration of 
authenticity as well as a reference list with each of your assignments. In the case of plagiarism, 
disciplinary action is taken according to Unisa’s policy. For your convenience, the policy is 
provided on the module site under Additional Resources. Assignments must be submitted by 
the closing date. Only in exceptional circumstances, with written permission from your lecturer, 
may assignments be submitted after the closing dates.  
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Assignment 01  

Unique number: 739787     Closing date:  15 April 2019 

 

The purpose of this assignment is to help students to explore and apply the geographical 
perspective to problem identification in their local context and to participate actively in 
academic online discussion with peers. 
 
Guidelines: 
Use the Blog tool on myUnisa to do this task. 
Length guideline: Maximum 500 words per post. 
Part 1 should be submitted soon after registration to allow for comments from your peers. You 
may submit follow up posts until the closing date of the assignment. 
Part 2 must be submitted by the closing date. You should comment on at least two posts of your 
peers. 
 
Part 1: Own blog 
On the blog tool, introduce yourself and explain how you, as geographer, can contribute to dealing 
with a real world problem concerning biodiversity, water or energy resources in your local context.  
 
Marks are allocated for the following: 

 Problem identification from a geographical perspective 

 Explanation of factors influencing the problem  

 Indication of the contribution you as Geographer can make to address the problem 

 Submission before the closing date to allow peers to comment on your blog 
 

Part 2: Comment on two blogs of peers 
 
Share your experiences or make constructive suggestions about dealing with the problems 
identified in at least two blog posts of your peers. 
 

 
Note: 
The purpose of the assignment is to support peer learning, but we are aware of students who 
prefer not to be part of this process.  Please contact your lecturer before the closing date of the 
assignment, if you have a problem with blogging on the module site and prefer not to make your 
blog visible to your peers.  
 

[50] 
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Assignment 02 
 

Unique number: 779507 Closing date: 3 June 2019 
 

 
The purpose of this assignment is to give you an opportunity to use your geographical 
knowledge and skills to find possible solutions to the real world problem you have 
identified.  
 
Explore a geographical problem on people-resource interaction from a geographical perspective 
by using the following ten items:   

 Two different types of maps  

 A remote sensing image 

 A photograph 

 A diagram or flow chart 

 Three specific published sources of data 

 Two charts, graphs or figures in which data are represented  
 
You should search for the items from different sources related to the problem that you have 
identified.  
 
Explain the reasons why you have selected each of the items by referring to the following aspects: 

 - Type of source of each of the items 
 - Relevance of each item to the problem you have identified 
 - Evaluation of the reliability and currency of each of the items  
  

 Interpret and apply each of the items you have selected to the problem you have identified. How 
can the information obtained from each of the items assist in solving the real world problem? 
Which other items could a geographer also apply to solve the real world problem you have 
identified? 

  
 
Mark allocation 
Marks are allocated for the following: 
 

 Presentation of the assignment 

 Introduction in which the problem is explained. 

 Selection of relevant items  

 Quality of the maps and images 

 Interpretation and application  

 Recommendations 

 Conclusion 

 Referencing 
 
Note: Marks are deducted for incorrect referencing and plagiarism. 

[50] 
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Assignment 03 
 

Unique number: 731017           Closing date: 29 August 2019 
 

 
For this assignment, you must find and apply 20 academic journal articles to the problem 
that you have identified in Assignment 02.  
 
 
Question 1 
Select any FIVE academic sources you have read and write a 150 word (maximum) summary of 
the essential message of the source, followed by your own brief reflective response (100 words 
maximum) to the source.  

(20) 
Question 2 
Write an essay in which you build an academic argument on how the realworld problem you have 
identified in Assignment 02 should be addressed. Your essay should include specific examples, 
evaluate different approaches to the problem from literature and substantiate your own 
perspective.   

(30) 
Note: You may include the sources used in Question 1 in your answer to Question 2. 

 
Mark allocation 
Marks are allocated for the following: 
 

 Technical presentation of the assignment 

 Inclusion of a statement of authenticity 

 Selection of relevant sources 

 Question 1: Summary of and reflection on five articles 

 Question 2: Integration of a variety of academic sources into a well formulated discussion 
and suggestions for addressing the problem.  

 
Note: Marks are deducted for incorrect referencing and plagiarism. 

[50] 
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Assignment 04 
 

Unique number: 636866   Closing date: 4 November 2019 
 

 
The purpose of this assignment is to give you an opportunity to explore different 
discourses on resource use in the Global South and to search for constructive ways to 
deal with challenges. 
 
Question 1 

 
Critically evaluate whether the United Nations Sustainable Development Goals can be used as 
realistic benchmarks to interpret a problem you have identified in your local context.  Select and 
apply specific benchmarks in your evaluation. 

(25) 
Question 2 
 
Make constructive suggestions for addressing or solving of the real-world problem regarding 
people-resource interaction you have identified. Your suggestions should include best practices, 
research needs, vulnerabilities as well as role players responsible for improving capacity.  

(25) 
Note: You can further explore the same problem you have previously identified. 

 
Mark allocation 
Marks are allocated for: 
 

 Technical presentation of the assignment 

 Inclusion of a statement of authenticity 

 Structure of the answers 

 Specific details and variety of examples to answer the questions asked. 

 Relevant conclusions 
 

Please note that marks will be deducted for incorrect referencing and plagiarism. 
 

[50] 
 
 

 

Assignment 05: Summative assessment 
 

Unique number: 795550  Closing date: 20 January 2020 
 

 
The purpose of the summative assessment is to evaluate if you have achieved the specific 
outcomes of the module (see page 3 of this tutorial letter). The format of the assessment will be 
a non-venue port folio and the questions for the summative assessment will be placed on 
myUnisa.  
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7 FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS 
  

Q1: How must I select a local context? 

A1: Before selecting the local context, it may be a good idea to first find out what you need to 
explore. Select a place that will be easy for you to write about due to your prior knowledge 
and access to information. 

The idea of using a local context is that you should be able to apply what you have read. 
This will ensure a deeper understanding of your learning material as you cannot merely 
copy and paste from a published source. This approach allows you to observe your 
surroundings in a creative way. The activities in the learning units are designed to assist 
you in this process. When reading through the learning units, you should therefore not only 
briefly browse through the activities but actually do them.  

 

Q2: Should my local context be contained in a particular municipal area? 

A2: Not necessarily. You can explore a region which includes more than one municipality, or 
you can define your local context within a particular municipal area. You can select a town 
or district ‒ depending on where you are and the information available to you. 

Q3: Why don't I see my blog entry? 

A3: Have you clicked the Publish button below the textbox? The blog will only upload once it 
is published. 

Please note: The entries are organised in alphabetical order according to the first initial of 
the author (not the surname). Only the title of the blog appears next to the name of the 
author. The full blog entry only becomes visible when you click on the title. 

Q4: Why are there no previous examination papers available for this module? 

A4: Because there are no examination papers for this module. Summative assessment is done 
through a port folio. You should rather focus on the current challenge than wasting time on 
previous port folio tasks. 

Q5: Where can I find more information on the structure of the module? 

A5: Please refer to the Roadmap to GGH4805 under Additional Resources on myUnisa. 

 

8 CONCLUSION 

Do not hesitate to contact me by e-mail if you are experiencing problems with the content of this 
tutorial letter or with any academic aspect of the module. 

I wish you a fascinating and satisfying journey through the learning material and trust that you will 
complete the module successfully. 

Regards 

Anna de Jager – Lecturer for GGH4805 

DEPARTMENT OF GEOGRAPHY 
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10  ANNEXURE: GLOSSARY OF TERMS 

Please refer to the glossary of terms provided under Additional Resources on the myUnisa 
module site. 
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