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1 Introduction 

 

Dear Student 

 

The purpose of Tutorial Letter 202 is to provide comments on Assignment 03. We trust that it 

will be of value to you to follow-up on any issues/problems you might have encountered with the 

completion of this assignment and any uncertainties you might still have in this regard.  

 

Note the following acronyms that are used in this tutorial letter to refer to different elements of 

the study material: 

 PB Sect A: Section A of the prescribed book 

 PB Sect B: Section B of the prescribed book 

 SG:  Study guide document on myUnisa 

 TL: Tutorial Letter 

 MCQs:   Multiple-choice questions 

 Section:  Sect 

 Chapter:  Ch 

 Fig:  Figure 

 

The lecturers listed below need to be contacted should there be aspects which you do not 

understand and/or would like to discuss concerning the comments and feedback on the 

questions in Assignment 3 as supplied in this tutorial letter.  

 

Lecturer Learning Unit Telephone E-mail 

Prof Rudi Pretorius 4, 5 and 6 +27 11 471 3680 pretorw@unisa.ac.za   

Mr Carel Greyling 7 +27 11 670 9464 egreyla1@unisa.ac.za 

Mr Curtis Mashimbye  2 and 3 +27 11 471 2107 mashinc@unisa.ac.za 
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2 Comments on Assignment 03 

 

 

Learning Unit 2 (Key processes in the physical environment) 
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1 2 PB Sect B: 34 
and 40 

It is important that you work through the relevant pages in 

your prescribed textbook. The intensity of solar radiation is 

highest closer to the Equator. This area experiences high 

solar elevation angles throughout the year, with the angle of 

incidence at 90° twice during the year, namely at the 

Equinoxes in March and in September. Due to this reason, 

the annual range in temperature at Equator is smaller than 

at other latitudes. 

2 1 PB Sect B: 44 

and 48-49 

Due to the high intensity of solar radiation at the Equator 

right through the year, convectional heating and evaporation 

commonly occurs along the Equator. This continuous 

heating leads air to continuously rise and expand in this 

region. The resulting low pressure conditions are associated 

with regular, intense precipitation and you will, therefore, 

find the wettest places on earth within these areas. 

3 1 Sect B Sect B: 
35  
 

During the March Equinox the sun is directly overhead the 

Equator. 

4 4 PB Sect B: 
82–83 
 

Landscapes such as those depicted in TL 101: Fig 9 are 

eroded by streams which create networks of valleys in 

which water and sediment are carried downstream, and are 

referred to a fluvial landscapes. 

5 1 PB Sect B: 
106–107 
  

Climate plays a major role in the weathering process, which 

supplies material for soil formation. Parent material is 

equally important since it determines the physical and 



GGH1501/202 
 

4 

chemical properties of soil. Plants produce organic material 

that accumulates on the surface, from where it is 

redistributed through the soil. Topography affects water 

movement and erosion rates, with all these processes 

taking place over a long time span. 

6 4 PB Sect B: 
108–111  
 

By studying the world map of biomes (PB Sect B: Fig 4.8.2), 

you will be able to determine which one of the listed biomes 

is not to be found in South Africa.  

 

 

Learning Unit 3 (Patterns and trends of the global population) 
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7 3 PB Sect B: 
118–120 
 

Study PB Sect B: Fig 5.1.1 and 5.1.3 (world maps of 

population distribution). Note that Russia has a varied and 

uneven population distribution. The coastline of Egypt also 

has a varied population distribution and density. You need 

to link this information to your knowledge of the effects of 

physical environments on human settlement: areas with 

accessible water resources are inclined to have a higher 

population concentration compared to areas that are dry 

and not suitable for agriculture and farming. In South Africa, 

this is evident in the eastern and western parts of the 

country, with the wetter eastern part of the country that has 

a higher population distribution than the drier western part.  

8 2 PB Sect B: 
124–125 
 

Use the definitions of these terms to help you select the 

correct answer. 

9 1 PB Sect B: 
125–127 

The question requires you to study the population structure 

of a developing country (as depicted in the population 

pyramid in TL 101: Fig 10) and to determine the possible 

reasons behind the structure. We trust you noted the errata 

to this question which was published in TL 102 in the 
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beginning of the semester. In TL 101 Alternative (1) reads 

“... declining natural increase rate”. This had to be changed 

to “...  increasing natural increase rate”. 

10 2 PB Sect B: 
148 -149 
 
 

When you read the referred to pages in the prescribed 

textbook, you will learn that people from developing 

countries migrate to developed countries for work and to 

improve their lives.  

11 5 PB Sect B: 
163 
 

Temporary tourism is when one visits another area, town or 

region on holiday, which would be true for tourists visiting 

the Alps in Switzerland for a ski holiday. 

12 - PB Sect B: 
146–149 

To answer this question, you need to understand the terms 

used to describe various types of migration. We did not 

mark this question, since not one of the alternatives that are 

provided are 100% correct.  The correct combination would 

have been “Emigration; Intraregional migration”.  

 

 

Learning Unit 4 (The global cultural mosaic ) 
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13 3 PB Sect B: 
199 

The different types of state shapes that can be distinguished 

are summarised on the referred to page of the prescribed 

textbook Some characteristics of each shape are also 

mentioned, including some advantages and disadvantages. 

14 4 PB Sect B: 
172 

The meaning of “lingua franca” is clearly explained on the 

referred to page of the prescribed textbook, so it is only 

necessary to pick the correct description.  

15 2 PB Sect B: 
178 

The answer to this question can be deduced by studying PB 

Sect B: Fig 7.7.1, from which the dominant religion in South 

America is immediately clear. 

16 3 PB Sect B: 
171 

Geographers are particularly interested in dialects, since 
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they reflect features of the environments in which the people 

live who are speaking it. 

17 3 PB Sect B: 
198 

This question concerns the territory or physical space 

claimed by states, which includes and/or excludes features 

depending on factors such as distance, type of borders and 

state shape. 

18 5 PB Sect B: 
202-203 

Boundaries/borders separate political spaces and these 

boundaries/borders can take many forms, which are 

explained on the referred to page of the prescribed 

textbook. 

 

 

Learning Unit 5 (Making and earning a living) 
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19 5 PB Sect B: 
240-241 

The eight Millennium Development Goals are listed in PB 

Sect B: 241, with Alternative (5) clearly not included. 

20 1 PB Sect B: 
233 

Self-sufficiency would imply limited reliance on trade with 

the outside world; therefore, Alternative (1) would be the 

correct answer to this question. 

21 4 TL 101: Fig 12 From TL 101: Fig 12 it is clear that Spain has the highest 

HDI. 

22 3 PB Sect B: 
249 

Whereas meat is the primary source of protein in developed 

countries, developing countries have cereal grains as the 

most important form of protein intake. 

23 3 PB Sect B: 
254 

PB Sect B: Fig 10.5.1 contains a world map showing the 

regions of the world where various forms of subsistence 

agriculture are practiced. The predominance of shifting 

cultivation in Sub-Saharan Africa can be clearly 

distinguished. 

24 4 PB Sect B: Read the referred to page in the prescribed textbook, where 
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281 it is explained how changed situation factors have 

influenced steel production and the location of such 

industries over the past 20-30 years. 

25 4 PB Sect B: 
296 

Consumer services are listed and explained on the referred 

to page of the prescribed textbook. Management, 

Alternative (4), is not included. 

26 4 PB Sect B: 
268-269 

The characteristics of sustainable agriculture would not 

include increased mechanisation, which follows from the 

discussion on the referred to pages of the prescribed 

textbook. 

27 2 PB Sect B: 
306-307 

Note the errata for this question in TL 102. The type of 

services have been specified as business services, with 

Alternative (2) presenting the type of business services 

which might be found in developing countries. 

 
 
 

Learning Unit 6 (Resources: Use and abuse) 
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28 1 PB Sect B: 
344 

It is important to have clarity on the meaning of different 

resource concepts, especially to understand which 

resources are renewable and which ones not, and what 

exactly “renewable” means. 

29 4 PB Sect B: 
350 

Due to the importance of oil as a resource, it is important to 

know for how long reserves will still last, with the ratio of oil 

reserves to annual production (R/P) which is a well-known 

indicator in this regard. 

30 3 PB Sect B: 

359 

Waste water presents a serious issue, as explained on the 

referred to page of the prescribed textbook. 
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Learning unit 7 (Geographic data: Nature, sources and representation)  
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31 1 Study Guide: 
129–131 

The distance between C and D was given as 3.2 km or 

3200 m. Therefore, the first step you need to do is to 

calculate the height difference or vertical interval (VI = 680-

360 = 320). Then use the formula to determine the gradient.  

However, remember you are determining a ratio, and not 

doing a normal calculation.  

Gradient = 320/3200 is in fact: 

 320:32000   which then transforms to  

1:10 

32 4 Study Guide: 
118 -120 

 

In this question, you had to use the map scale (1:500) to 

find the actual length of the swimming pool.  

3 cm X 500 = 1500 cm or 15 m 

Only then, you can compare your answer to the given 

alternatives. You might think that none of the alternatives 

are correct, but you still need to convert your answer to the 

units in which the alternatives are supplied. By converting 

1500 cm to metres, you will find that Alternative (4) is the 

correct answer (there is 100 cm in 1 metre). 

33 1 Study Guide: 

115-116 

 

Refer to SG: 115-116. This section falls under the language 

of maps. Depending on scale, roads are usually drawn as 

lines, lakes are large areas that are drawn as polygons and 

police stations can be drawn as small points on a small 

scale map.  

34 1 Study Guide: 
103 - 108 

I would approach this question by elimination. Firstly, check 

which alternatives do not present absolute locations and 

cross them out. Then look at the rest and see which of the 
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alternatives provide you a more accurate absolute location. 

Take note that Miami is in the Northern and Western 

hemispheres. This means, the further north you move, the 

further away from 0-degrees you move. Similarly, if you 

move more to the west, you move further from the 0-degree 

Greenwich longitude.  

We apologies for Alternative (5), in which the one 

abbreviation was accidentally not stated in English.  

35 2 Study Guide: 
114 - 115  

Equidistance maps maintain accurate distances between 

places. This was an easy question, as the answer lies in the 

question. However, equidistance maps are not easily drawn. 

Accurate distances will usually only be from one or two 

points to other points on the map. This means that 

equidistance maps are usually drawn for specific purposes.  

 

 

3 Concluding remarks 

This was the last tutorial letter for GGH1501 for Semester 1 of 2018. We trust that the 

comments provided in this tutorial letter provided more clarity on Assignment 03. All the best 

with the last lap and with your preparations for the examination. We trust that your learning 

experience in GGH1501 was worthwhile and that you now indeed perceive the world in a 

different way than before.  

    

Warm regards, the GGH1501 lecturing team 
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