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1 Introduction 

 

Dear Student 

 

The purpose of Tutorial Letter 202 is to provide comments on Assignment 03. We trust that it will 

be of value to you to follow-up on any issues/problems you might have encountered with the 

completion of this assignment and any uncertainties you might still have in this regard.  

 

Note the following acronyms that are used in this tutorial letter to refer to different elements of the 

study material: 

 PB Sect A: Section A of the prescribed book 

 PB Sect B: Section B of the prescribed book 

 SG:  Study guide document on myUnisa 

 TL: Tutorial Letter 

 MCQs:   Multiple-choice questions 

 Section:  Sect 

 Chapter:  Ch 

 Fig:  Figure 

 

The lecturers listed below need to be contacted should there be aspects which you do not 

understand and/or would like to discuss concerning the comments and feedback on the questions 

in Assignment 3 as supplied in this tutorial letter.  

 

Lecturer Learning Unit Telephone E-mail 

Prof Rudi Pretorius 4, 5 and 6 +27 11 471 3680 pretorw@unisa.ac.za 

Mr Carel Greyling 7 +27 11 670 9464 egreyla1@unisa.ac.za 

Dr Adeline Ngie 2 and 3 - ngiea@unisa.ac.za 
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2 Comments on Assignment 03 

 

 

Learning Unit 2 (Key processes in the physical environment) 
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(where applicable) 

1 3 PB Sect B:  42-
47 – look 
specifically at 
p. 45 

The creation of weather has to do with the movement of air 

across the globe. Your understanding of this will be 

enlightened through the general reading of pp. 42-47 in the 

prescribed textbook. However, for this question the 

explanation of the specific wind movements which is 

associated with the winter season in the Southern 

Hemisphere, can be found on n p. 45 of the prescribed 

textbook.  

2 3 PB Sect B: 47 If you read about ENSO characteristics, you should be able 

to distinguish between the false statement and the rest of 

the (true) statements. It might be easier in this case to first 

identify the true statements, and then to verify that the one 

that is left at the end, is indeed false. 

3 2 PB Sect B: 43  PB Sect B: Fig 2.5.4 shows the Coriolis effect, whereby 

motions of moving objects, including air, are altered or 

deflected in direction as a result of the rotation of the Earth 

around its axis. Therefore, options that identify this 

phenomenon as anything else, are incorrect.  

4 1 PB Sect B: 74-

75 

Remember that this question (as published in TL 101) was 

replaced with a new question in the errata as supplied in TL 

102. 

In order to identify an exemplary process of chemical 

weathering, it is essential to understand what chemical 

weathering is all about. Reading about this in the referred to 

pages of the prescribed textbook would have helped you to 
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identify which one of the listed processes indeed 

characterise the processes associated with chemical 

weathering 

5 1 PB Sect B: 68-

69 

Read about plate boundaries under the topic of tectonic 

movements. The names of the different types of plate 

boundaries describe the kind of movement. Divergent is 

moving away and convergent is moving towards each other. 

6 3 PB Sect B: 
108–111  
 

Looking at the world map of biomes (PB Sect B: Fig 4.8.2), 

you will be able to determine which one of the listed country-

biome combinations is characterised by needle- leaved 

trees. The only possibility is presented by the dominant 

biome in Canada, which has the characteristics described 

in the question. 

 

 

Learning Unit 3 (Patterns and trends of the global population) 
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7 4 PB Sect B: 
118-119 

Remember that this question was included in the 

assignment through the errata supplied in TL102. In order 

to identify the false statement about the population 

distribution of the world, your strategy could be to identify 

the true statements first. Keep in mind that people generally 

avoid harsh environments and prefer to cluster along fertile 

flood plains. 

8 4 PB Sect B: Fig 

5.6.3 (p. 129) 

Use an atlas (or the political map of the world in your 

prescribed textbook) to find the relative location of the 

countries that are referred to in this question. The next step 

is to compare the colour tone of the listed countries on the 

map with the legend/key in order to match the values as 

required. In this case, select the option with the two 

countries which both have  the darkest  tone of purple  
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9 1 PB Sect B: 118 
- 119 

You needed to use PB Sect B: Fig 5.1.1 to develop an 

understanding of the four cluster regions of the world’s 

population. The colours on the map (clarified by the legend) 

have to be used and interpreted to give meaning to the 

areas of clustering. Make sure you understand exactly 

where the different regions are located. Also, be careful with 

such questions, as all 4 of the listed regions need to be 

correct, and if slipping on just one of them, you might end 

up choosing the wrong option 

10 1 PB Sect B: 124 

- 127 

Following the same strategy as in Question 7, identifying 

the true statements first might be less challenging than to 

try to immediately identify the false statement about 

population structure. Population structure is usually 

analysed with the aid of population pyramids (e.g. PB Sect 

B:  Fig 5.5.3), which shows in detail how the population is 

structured into subgroups according to their ages. 

11 4 PB Sect B: 

146–147 

During the first marking run, this question was incorrectly 

marked with Option (3) as correct, while Option (4) is 

actually correct. To be able to answer this question, you 

need to understand the meaning of the definitions of the 

various types of migration very well. After you have this 

understanding, selection of the correct option is relatively 

easy. 

12 2 PB Sect B: 
146–147 

To understand this question properly, you first need to go 

through the referred to pages on global migration patterns 

in the prescribed textbook These patterns are generalised 

per region and influenced by several factors. PB Sect B: Fig 

6.3.2 (p. 147) will aid in identifying the correct statement. 
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Learning Unit 4 (The global cultural mosaic ) 
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13 4 PB Sect B 
168-169 

Check the map supplied on the referred to pages of the 

prescribed textbook and the accompanying explanations to 

verify that Indo European is the world’s most widely spoken 

language family. 

14 4 PB Sect B: 
188-189 

As phrased in the question, Option (4) does not align with 

the characteristics of ethnic religions. These religions would 

rather view occurrences of environmental hazards as 

normal and part of the bigger picture. 

15 1 PB Sect B: 
184-185 

During the first marking run, this question was accidentally  

marked with Option (2) as correct, but after reading the first 

paragraph on the diffusion of Islam (PB Sect B: 185) it 

should be clear to you that Islam spread through war, 

Option (1), during the initial years of its existence. The key 

to the correct answer is to focus on “... the first 100 years of 

its existence ...”  

16 5 PB Sect B: 
172 

Looking at the map (PB Sect B: Fig 7.4.1), you will see that 

the map key only provides colours for countries in which 

English is the de facto or official language. For countries not 

in any of those colours, as Argentina, English is not the de 

facto language and also not the official language. 

17 3 PB Sect B: 
199 

The different state shapes are covered in detail on the 

referred to page of the prescribed textbook. Option (3) is 

correct by describing that a prorupted state is a compact 

state with a protruding extension while a perforated state 

has other state territories within its boundaries.   

18 1 PB Sect B: 
190-191; 
212-213; 
214-215 

Each one of the options that are provided need to be 

evaluated carefully before deciding which one is true. By 

studying the referred to pages in the prescribed textbook, it 

should be clear that the South-Sudan genocide occurred 
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due to religious minorities that resisted a unified nationality, 

that ethnic cleansing indeed had an impact and led to 

conflict in Europe over the past 25years and that the major 

reason for conflict in Israel/Palestine does not lie in global 

economic trends or language diversity. By considering 

these facts, you can deduce that conflict between religious 

groups is not really triggered by demographic differences.  

 

 

Learning Unit 5 (Making and earning a living) 

Q
u

e
s

ti
o

n
 

C
o

rr
e

c
t 

a
n

s
w

e
r 

Page 
references 

Comment on correct answer and/or incorrect option 
(where applicable) 

19 3 PB Sect B:  
224 

Using the key to the map (PB Sect B: Fig 9.2.1) it should be 

easy to verify that Options (1), (2) and (4) are true, but that 

Option (3) is the false statement since some countries in the 

Southern Hemisphere indeed have a GNI below $5000. 

20 1 PB Sect B:  
222; 226-227 
& 229 

To answer this question, you had to consider the 

information on HDI, expected schooling years, literacy rate 

and healthcare expenditure for specifically developed 

countries on the referred to pages of the prescribed 

textbook. A quick glance at the associated maps might have 

helped to confirm the choice of Option (1) not to be 

associated with developed countries, where the average 

pupil attends school for 11 years.    

21 2 PB Sect B: 
232-233 

The two development paths (self-sufficiency versus 

international trade) are dealt with in sufficient depth on the 

referred to pages of the prescribed textbook. It should be 

clear that the statement provided in Option (2) is false since 

the international trade approach would not emphasize 

investment in local industries but rather imports and 

exports. 
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22 1 PB Sect B: 
248  

Concerning the varied consumption of food around the 

world, Option (1) is the preferred choice, since is not correct 

to say that people in developing countries consume more 

food than people in developed countries do – the opposite 

is rather true.     

23 4 PB Sect B: 
254-259 

To answer this question demands some insight regarding 

types of agriculture, majorly subsistence versus commercial 

agriculture. The statements provided in Options (1), (2) and 

(3) are all true. Option (4) requires application in the context 

of South Africa, and although commercial agriculture is 

common in South Africa, it is not the only form of agriculture 

found here, which is the reason why this option should have 

been chosen. 

24 1 PB Sect B: 
224 

During the first marking run, this question was incorrectly 

marked with Option (3) as correct. Stating that a relatively 

low percentage of people in developed countries work in the 

primary sector – Option (1) – is true, since most people in 

these countries would rather work in the tertiary sector. 

Option (3) states that the secondary economic sector is 

primarily concerned with agricultural activities, which is not 

true, since this sector deals with manufacturing. 

25 1 & 2 
Not to 

be 
marked, 
will be 
correc-
ted later 

PB Sect B: 
278-279 & 
286-287 

This question deal with site and situation factors affecting 

location decisions of industries. Options (1) and (2) are both 

site factors, and are both correct. We therefore decided not 

to mark this question and credit for it will be given to all 

students. This will be corrected in a corrective marking run 

later on.      

26 3 PB Sect B: 
296 

This is an easy one! The different types of consumer 

services are listed and discussed on the referred to page in 

the prescribed textbook:  transportation clearly does not fit.     

27 2 PB Sect B: 
296 

From the information supplied on the referred to page of the 

prescribed textbook, as well the world map on the same 
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page, it is clear that services generate more money in 

developed than in developing countries.     

 

 

Learning Unit 6 (Resources: Use and abuse) 
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28 4 PB Sect B: 
344 

Remember that we included a revised version of this 

question in the errata (TL 102)! This question requires 

application of some resource concepts, and as explained in 

the prescribed textbook, “A natural resource is anything 

created through natural processes that people use and 

value”. Therefore Option (4) is correct.     

29 3 PB Sect B: 
352-353 

The negative aspects regarding nuclear energy are 

discussed on the referred to pages of the prescribed 

textbook. Radioactive leakage and contamination, Option 

(3), presents an obvious risk. 

30 3 PB Sect B: 
353 

Renewable energy types are discussed on the referred to 

page of the prescribed textbook. Option (3), wind, is the 

obvious choice.  

 

 

Learning unit 7 (Geographic data: Nature, sources and representation)  
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31 3 SG001: 103-
108 

PB Sec A: 52-
54 

PB Sec B: 10 

 

This question was a tricky one, and in order to answer it you 

need to understand the differences between longitude and 

a latitude. If you look closely at the wording of Option (3) 

you will see that this option in fact refers to the equator as a 

line of longitude. The equator is in fact representing 0° 

latitude. 
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32 2 SG001: 119-
123 

 

One meter consists of 100cm, therefore, to convert 

25 000cm into meters you need to divide 25 000 by 100. 

The result is the following word scale: 1 centimetre on the 

map represents 250 meters in reality. This word scale does 

not feature in any of the options listed in the question. 

Secondly, you need to look closely at the wording of each 

option. Measurements on a map should always be smaller 

than in reality. If you cross out all the incorrect options in the 

question, you are left with Option (2) as the correct answer.  

33 3 SG001: 118-
119 
PB Sec A: 55-
56 
PB Sec B: 8 

Option 3 refers to a printed map. Once printed, a map 

cannot change scale to be able to show increasingly more 

detail, unlike maps presented on a digital medium.  

34 4 SG001: 103-
108 
PB Sec A: 52-
54 
PB Sec B: 10 

Remember that latitude is always listed first. Since point Y 

is clearly on the 32°18’S latitude, we can easily determine 

that the correct option is either 3, 4 or 5. From the figure 

supplied in the question, you can see that point Y is three 

quarters to the 22°38’E line, we can approximate the 

seconds as 45’’. Therefore option four is correct.   

35 1 SG001: 119-
123 

 

This question requires you to convert m2 to hectares. Since 

1 hectare is 10 000 m2 you need to divide 360 000 m2 by 

10 000. Option (1) is therefore correct as 36 hectares.  

 

3 Concluding remarks 

This was the last tutorial letter for GGH1501 for Semester 2 of 2018. We trust that the comments 

provided in this tutorial letter provided more clarity on Assignment 03. All the best with the last lap 

and with your preparations for the examination. We trust that your learning experience in 

GGH1501 was worthwhile and that you now indeed perceive the world in a different way than 

before.  

    

Warm regards, the GGH1501 lecturing team 
 

© 
UNISA  2018 


