
 

 

 
 
 
SECTION A  Assignments feedback 
 
ASSIGNMENT 01 (Multiple Choice – Unique no. 742241) 
Here are the answers to Assignment 01. Please compare your answers to those provided 
below.        
 

Question Answer 

1 1 

2 1 

3 1 

4 2 

5 4 

6 1 

7 1 

8 3 

9 1 

10 2 

11 4 

12 2 

13 2 

14 3 

15 1 

16 2 

17 4 

18 1 

19 3 

20 2 

 
 

ASSIGNMENT 02: Written 

  

QUESTION 1  

 

Discuss how you would go about using academic discourse by stating the meaning of the 

following words and phrases: Discuss, Compare, Contrast, Describe, Explain and Identify. 

Use examples to support your answers in each case.  

Your answer should be at least TWO pages.       (30)  

 

Key words used when asking questions enable you to determine how you are required to 

structure your answer. In this context, they comprise the verb or doing word. They give you a 

hint of what you have to do when answering questions.  

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

Discuss  

When you discuss, you are required to debate, reflect and reason the issues.  

You also include comparisons and contrasts whilst looking at the advantages and 

disadvantages.  

Say what you think about the topic basing your thoughts on facts.  

Your answer should be in full sentences and not point form.  

You give the details in relation to the topic.  

Relevant example  

 

Compare  

When comparing, you look at two or more items  

Focus will be more on similarities through  

Look for semblance in things  

Identify similarities and their relationship  

Relevant example  

 

Contrast  

Focus when you contrast is on differences  

It is a juxtaposition of unrelated elements  

Therefore, you would state how they oppose each other  

Point out what is strikingly different  

It is to oppose and show dissimilarities  

Relevant example 

 

Describe  

When describing, you give full explanation of something  

List the qualities and aspects  

The description should enable the reader to paint a minds picture (in words) of what is 

described  

Represent in words, figure or picture  

Give the facts of the situation as it unfolded  

Relevant example  

 



 

 

 

 

Explain  

Give details in referring to something  

Clarifying and making logical  

Detailing reasons  

Give the reason for something  

It is also an interpretation of what is explained  

Relevant example  

 

Identify  

Recognise and name something  

Be on familiar terms with  

To establish the identity of something  

Pointing to a particular situation  

Determination of an aspect  

Relevant example 

  

QUESTION 2  

 

Making notes takes up energy and time, but if you seriously want to understand and 

remember what you have studied you have to make written notes.  

Discuss this statement in an essay and give reasons why you think it is important to write notes 

when you study the module ABT1511. Your answer should be TWO pages long.  

(20)  

Introduction  

When someone is ready to start studying, it is very important to write down notes as you are 

reading your study material. Writing notes takes up energy and time but I will be explaining as to 

why it is so important to write notes when you need to study for Module ABT 1511. 

 

Ideas for Why Notes Are Important  

There are many reasons as to why it is important to take notes while studying. Writing notes 

helps you to open up your mind and think about what you need to write down and how you get 

to say it on paper. It helps you to make sense of what you are reading. While taking notes it is 

easier to write down key words instead of the entire paragraph, which then helps you to 

concentrate on the text and helps identify the main ideas. People do not always remember what 



 
 

 

they have just read, so by taking notes it will help to give an idea of what you have read. Taking 

notes is another way of helping you organise your study material and helps you to have a lot  

 

less to learn so you do not waste your time learning everything word for word out the study 

guide. Taking notes gives you a basis for writing assignments and it helps when you want to do 

revision just before you write an exam.  

 

What Is Needed for Making Notes  

Before you start reading your study material just make sure you have a notebook and a pen 

ready by your side so that you can take notes while reading. Writing notes on a small piece of 

scrap paper could just end up being lost or confuse you so it is best to keep them in a notebook 

for each separate module so when you need to refer back to them you know where to look. 

When reading your study guide it is helpful to just read it over again and then highlight or 

underline what is important to you, which will help make it easier to write notes.  

 

Using Diagrams or Mind Maps  

When making note sometimes the best way would be to use a diagram or mind map with lots of 

different colours, this will help you to remember what you are trying to learn, especially for 

someone who is a visual learner. You can do it however, you like as long as you have a 

heading and the information that goes with the heading. The easiest way of doing it would be to 

make the heading in the centre of the page and then draw lines off the heading with information 

regarding that heading, then that way you can see what you are trying to say. Below is an 

example a mind map on how to do a presentation.  



 

 

Audience  

Presentation Topic        Location 

      Making a presentation  

Visual Aid           

Delivery  

 

QUESTION 3  

 

In separate paragraphs, discuss the importance of the items below that form the 

structure of any academic writing. Use examples to support your explanations:  

 Topic.  

 Introduction.  

 Paragraph.  

 Referencing.  

 Conclusion.  

 

Your answer should be at least TWO pages.  

(20)  

You should have discussed the following in your answer:  

 

The topic  

 Read assignment topic carefully.  

 Underline important words to help you focus on your assignment.  

 Highlight the words and phrases you think are important.  

 

Developing the outline  

 When we develop the outline we should ask ourselves the following questions:  

 What, why, how, where, when and who?  

 Each paragraph should deal with a specific issue.  

 The end of one paragraph should lead into the next.  

 Leave the introduction and conclusion until you have finished your essay.  

 

Introduction  

 All assignments should start with an introduction. The purpose of an introduction is to briefly 

tell the reader the focus of the question, what will be discussed, what will be addressed, etc.  

 



 
 

 

Paragraph  

 Paragraphs are clusters of sentences. You should have one main theme per paragraph. In 

other words, the paragraphs mark the natural breaks in your argument. Each paragraph should 

have its own job of work to do for your essay.  

 

Conclusion  

 The purpose of the conclusion is to review what you have discussed in the essay and to draw 

a conclusion. Never introduce new information in the conclusion.  

 

QUESTION 4  

 

Learning is a process where you begin with organising your schedule and ends with sitting for 

exams where you are required to demonstrate understanding of subject content. Write an 

essay about this process using the following headings:  

 

4.1. Time management  

 Make studying top of your list of priorities.  

 Keep to your routine as much as possible: study at the same time and at the same place 

every day.  

 Do not allow your precious time to be stolen by other things.  

 Set yourself study times.  

 Prepare a study timetable and stick to it as closely as possible.  

 Arrange to meet occasionally for discussions on issues relevant to your studies with a 

colleague who is studying the same course or one who has already completed what you are 

learning.  

 Find suitable time to study, e.g., in the morning when it is quite.  

 Mark on the calendar the dates of the assignments and exams.  

 Look at the different units you have to study.  

 Set a date for each unit of the module.  

 Include time for reading and understanding the module; reading specifically for the  

assignment and preparing for the exams. 

  

 

 

 



 

 

4.2. Team learning  

 Benefit from others’ ideas  

 See things from others’ perspective  

 Boost morale  

 Stimulates thinking  

 Able to benchmark pace  

 Get others’ views  

 Support and assistance when in need  

 Enable you to prioritise learning  

 

4.3. Writing an assignment  

 Submission of neat work  

 Follow instructions  

 Provide a table of contents  

 Go through assignment before submitting  

 Adhere to due dates  

 

4.4. Planning for exams  

 Sort out your notes  

 Draw up a study timetable  

 Look at old assignments and other sources  

 Revise  

 Test yourself using previous question papers  

 Have study buddies to work with  

 

4.5 Writing exams  

 Stay calm – breathe in and out until you’re composed  

 Bring along all the important things you will need  

 Read the question paper carefully  

 Cover all aspects of the questions when answering  

 Show understanding by giving examples 

 Follow instructions carefully  

 Avoid repetition when answering questions  

 Write clearly and neatly  

(10)  

 



 
 

 

SECTION B: EXAMINATION GUIDELINES  

Before the exam: Revision  

 Look at the table of contents in the Module and see how much you remember about each 

section.  

 Scan the pages looking at the headings and read anything, which you are not sure about.  

 read the notes you have made through the semester and see how much you can remember 

about them.  

 If you do not understand your notes read through the section in the study guide that covers 

that area.  

 Read your assignments.  

 Think about the comments the marker has made: write out things that you left out or make 

notes about how you could do it differently.  

 Do not learn anything by rote (“off by heart”).  

 

Guidelines for writing examinations  

The first thing we want to tell you is “Don’t panic”. We are not setting exams to try to trick you. 

Previous students have told us they thought the exams were very fair, and many said they 

actually enjoyed them!  

In the exams, we want to find out what you have learned and understood from the course, and 

so the questions will give you the chance of showing this to us.  

Often the questions will ask you to apply some knowledge to your community, or to your 

situation with which you are familiar. Therefore, they are similar to the kind of assignment 

questions you have already dealt with.  

The examination paper will contain almost similar questions to those in your self-assessment 

sections of your study guide and to those in your assignments.  

 

The examination question paper consists of four (4) questions and you will be required to 

answer all four questions.  

The previous examination question papers are not available to students. You will also be 

required to hand in your examination question paper with your answer book after you have 

finished writing your examination. All the examination question papers are the sole property of 

the Examinations Office of the University of South Africa. 

 

 

 



 

 

The Exam  

Answers must meet the requirements of the 

question. You need to think carefully about 

the precise wording of the question. Please 

note the following examples:  

 

Question Word  

 

 

 

 

 

Meaning  

Mention  Describe briefly  

List  Put in sequence  

Identify  Point out and describe  

Describe  Say what something is like  

Define  State precisely the meaning of, explain  

Discuss  Consider something from different points of 

view, and then give your own opinion  

Elaborate  Discuss in detail with reasons and examples  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
             
        




