B. Goldblatt  Regulating Domestic P/ships – A Necessary Step in ┴ Development of S.A. Family Law  [summary]
· DPs are on ┴ inc. → they provide → financial, emotional, reproductive & other needs.

· Reason for inc. → extent of migrancy in S.A.

· SALC → Domestic Partnerships Project Committee.

· Women & their children suffer.

· Prevalence of HIV/AIDS → also a problem.

· Any ∆’s must be located w/in social & economic realities of S.A.

· Cohabitation more prevalent in → working-class, heterosexual couples → living together in African or Coloured communities.

· Main types of cohabitation:

· Man has rural wife → cohabits w/woman in urban area, in a long-term r/ship.

· Urban cohabitants w/out other ties who are in committed r/ships.

· ‘Easy come, easy go’ → cohabitation is seen as an impermanent arrangement of convenience that arises from material & other needs.

· Legal protection for DPs:

· DPs should be legally recognized.

· Same-sex couples should be (& are) allowed to marry.

· Recognition & legal coverage of DPs should not be dependant on any formalities → e.g.) registration, written contract of p/ship.

· Crts should be given discretion to determine whether a DP exists → based on broad & flexible def. coupled w/set of criteria → serve as possible indicators of such p/ship.

· Demonstrated commitment to a shared household.

· Existence / lack of cohabitation & ┴ extent of such cohabitation.

· Financial & other dependence btwn ┴ parties & ┴ financial arrangements of ┴ household.

· Existence of children in ┴ r/ship.

· Duration of ┴ r/ship.

· Roles of partners in maintenance of household & in care of children.

· Role of partners i.r.t. e/o’s income-generating work.

· D.o.s. should be extended to DPs.

· Proprietary consequences of DPs on breakdown & death must be regulated on basis of principles of equitable division of assets of ┴ p/ship.

· De facto ‘polygamy’ or dual / multiple p/ship needs to be recognized in any law reform & a system needs to be developed to meet claims arising in all these r/ships.

· Needs to be longer-term process of bringing together all marriage & p/ship law into a single, coherent statute.

· A general amendment to all laws  that provide benefits to married ppl. should  be enacted so as to extend these benefits to domestic partners → in appropriate circ’s.

