J. Fedler & Z. Tanzer A World in Denial: International Perspectives on Violence Against Women  [summary]
· Gender-based violence → form of discrimination → inhibits women’s ability to enjoy rights & freedoms on basis of equality w/men.

· Women → & → poverty → homelessness → illiteracy → violence → not equally represented in all governments.

· Range, severity, impact → various forms abuse perpetrated on women worldwide → incl. state-sponsored & legally sanctioned acts of violence → ignored by state.
· Spectrum of abuses women suffer as → girls, children, wives, mothers, state citizens.
· Rape → used as weapon of war → tool of political oppression → sexual assault, trafficking, abuse, forced prostitution, coerced marriage, exploited sexuality & reproduction, repressive criminalization of abortion, forcible sterilization because pregnant w/2nd child.
· Violence against women → feature of life for all women in all countries → regardless of → cultural, racial, ethnic differences. 
· Universal Declaration of Human Rights of 1948.
· Human Rights Watch report → implicates gov. in violation of women’s human rights → failure to strike down oppressive laws → cont. enforcement of discriminatory laws → untempered abusive gov. officials → non-enforcement of Const. rights.
· Gender violence → knows no race, class, political, cultural barriers.
· Home most dangerous place → perpetrators often known → husbands, family members, acquaintances, etc.
· Violence uncondoned → supported by various cultural & traditional practices → viewed as entitlement of men.
· Victims → ridiculed, ignored, threatened.
· Commission of gender violence imperceptible because occurs w/in home → private sphere → were women are relegated.
· Happenings in private sphere → generally undervalued 7 de-politicised → because has no economic value → right to privacy prevents acts of victimization concealed.
·  Gender violence most unpunished of all crimes.
· Family regarded as foundation of all civilized societies → difficult to attack abuse w/out simultaneously attacking institutions w/in which it arises.
· Most legal systems do not recognise DV/femicide as crimes of a specifically gendered nature → recorded as common assault / murder.
· Victim-blaming attitudes → deflect responsibility for ending violence from those who abuse to ┴ abused.
· Women governed by violence → & constant threat of violence.
· Go to extraordinary lengths to avoid violence → how they dress → whom they associate w/ → activities & jobs they undertake → constant precautions result in women limiting their life choices.
· Impact of violence on women & society → immeasurably damaging → violence erodes quality of life of women in society.
· Violence causes ill-health, physical injuries, hospitalization, permanently disabled, battering during pregnancy causes birth defects, at greater risk of alcohol & drug abuse due to depression, attempted suicide, depression, anxiety, somatic disorders, psychological & cognitive disorders related to intimacy, sexuality & trust.
· Divide btwn battering & femicide → question of degree → >½ women murdered in S.A. die at hands of husbands / partners. 
· Women who suffer violence → often unable to protect their children → primary abuser often responsible for physical/sexual abuse of children → sometimes abused woman herself who victimizes them.
· Worldwide, women suffer from lack of income & productive resources sufficient enough to ensure sustainable livelihoods.
· Rape is rampant in squatter areas → close proximity of living quarters makes privacy & safety impossible → rape of poor women more unpunished than rape of other women.
· Violence against women → v. costly to state & private sector → medical expenses, counselling → investigation, admin. costs, expenses associated w/incarceration, absenteeism, tardiness, lower productivity, excessive use of medical benefits, leaving early. Poor concentration.
· Women’s potential contribution towards development & growth → impeded by violence.
· Economic inequality → accepted violent conflict-resolving mechanisms → male authority → restrictions on woman’s ability to leave home.
· Patriarchal attitude → men own women → prescribed roles result in maternal confinement to home → their work in neither valued nor economically compensated → roles which create female dependence & helplessness → obstruct a woman’s exit from a battering r/ship.
· Uncounselled victims unable to deal w/pain → may become self-destructive.
· Gov. inaction → contributing factor → high levels gender violence.
· Traditional attitudes → perpetuate widespread practices involving violence/coercion → female circumcision (Africa) → binding girl’s feet (China) → aborting female foetuses (China & India) → these practices may justify gender-based violence as a form of control over women.

· Media portrays women in demeaning ways → their value is to be found in their body parts → pornography.
· Dominant media force → endorses subjugation of women.

· Women are targeted for specific crimes.
