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delegate must infonn the police, who would take the relevant steps in tenns of 
the Criminal Procedure Act, 1977. 

11. 	 Counselling 

11.1 	 Counselling must be done by social workers and NGOs as identified in the 
National Policy on the Management of Drug Abuse by Learners in Public and 
Independent Schools and Further Education and Training Institutions, 
promulgated under General Notice No. 3427 of 2002 (Government Gazette 
No. 24172 of 13 December 2002.) 

The Prevention of and Treatment for Substance Abuse Bill, 2008, is serving 
before Parliament. Once enacted, the provisions of this legislation will play an 
important role in identifying treatment centres and facilities to assist the school 
in dealing with the problem ofdrug abuse. 

11.2 	 Schools must identify social workers in their own provincial departments, and 
must obtain the contact details of those social workers. If those officials 
cannot assist, schools must seek the cooperation of social workers connected 
to the national Department of Social Development and its provincial offices, 
and of NGOs that offer such services at rates that parents can afford. This 
would fall under the provisions of regulation 9(5) and (6) of the Regulations 
for Safety Measures at Public Schools, published in Government Gazette No. 
22754, under Government Notice No.1 040 of 12 October 2001. 

12. 	 Outcome must be kept confidential 

12.1 	 Only the learner and his or her parent must be infonned about the outcome of 
the drug test. 

12.2 	 The identity of the learner may not be revealed, except to his or her parent. 

13. 	 Confirmation 

13.1 	 If the result. of a test conducted at school is disputed, a secondary test by 
means of gas chromatography coupled with mass spectrometry (GC/MS) must 
be done to confinn the result. 

13.2 	 This sophisticated test should be done with the assistance of the Department of 
Health. 

13.3 	 In tenns of this process ­
13.3.1 	 search and seizure may be done only in respect of a group, and not in 

respect of an individual; and 
13.3.2 when an individual 	is suspected, and only when there is a clear link 

between an illegal activity and an individual, that individual may be 
searched and any illegal object found in the possession of that person 
may be seized, but in such a case, the provisions of·the Safety 
Regulations will apply. 







