Problems 2009: EVI301A
X and Y are walking home late at night. They are attacked. X, the husband, is seriously injured and Y, the wife, is assaulted and raped. Y tries bravely to defend herself and scratches the attacker. X and Y report the attack immediately. Blood, semen and skin scrapings are recovered. They give a description of the attacker to the police as a young male in his twenties wearing a red jacket, black pants and black shoes. Z is picked up in the vicinity of the attack by the police matching the same description. X and Y identify Z as the attacker from an identification parade. Z has a previous record for assault and rape. Z is charged with assault and rape. Answer the following questions.
1.1 Does Z’s record have any influence on the nature of the evidence to be tendered at the trial? If so, explain, with reasons and authority.
1.2 Z wants to bring evidence that he is a reformed person who was at the wrong place at the wrong time, and that he is innocent. Discuss with reference to authority.

1.3 Does the sexual offence and identification have any bearing or impact on the nature of the evidence at trial? Explain with reasons and reference to authority.

1.4 The prosecution wish to bring an expert to testify about the blood, semen and skin scrapings found. Discuss the nature of the evidence.

Problems 2009: EVI2016:
X and Y are walking home late at night. They are attacked. X, the husband, is seriously injured and Y, the wife, is assaulted and raped. Y tries bravely to defend herself and scratches the attacker. X and Y report the attack immediately. Blood, semen and skin scrapings are recovered. They give a description of the attacker to the police as a young male in his twenties wearing a red jacket, black pants and black shoes. Z is picked up in the vicinity of the attack by the police matching the same description. X and Y identify Z as the attacker from an identification parade. Z has a previous record for assault and rape. Z is charged with assault and rape. Answer the following questions.

1.1 Explain the nature of the blood, semen and skin scrapings as evidence at trial. Make reference to reasons and authority.
1.2 Assume that a police closed circuit camera videotapes the event. What nature of evidence is this, make reference to reasons and authority.

1.3 Assume that Y is so traumatised by the incident that she cannot recall the incident at the trial and cannot identify Z as the attacker. The only identification evidence is that of X. Discuss the nature of the evidence with reference to authority.

1.4 Assume that Z feels remorse and confesses to the crimes and that is the only evidence against him. Discuss the nature of the evidence with reference to authority.

