Format of exam paper
Section 
1: MCQ 30


2: Short questions 20


3: Long questions 20


4: Problem questions 30


Total, 100 marks

Year mark: 90% of exam mark + 10% of assignment marks

Solving problem type questions

1. Identify the problem

2. Outline the law (definition, rule, exceptions, authority i.e. legislation or decided cases)

3. Apply law to the facts

4. Answer the question
Study Unit 2: Witnesses

· Know the difference between compellable and competence
· General rule: every witness is competent and compellable, there are exceptions however
· Children
· Mental disorder or intoxication

· Deaf and blind witnesses; if they can communicate with the court they are competent

· Officers of the court
· If you are a competent witness it does not make you a compellable witness
· An accused person is a competent witness for the defence but cannot be compelled to give evidence
Study Unit 4: Real evidence
· e.g. knife, gun
· can be any type of physical evidence that can be brought to court, there are no special requirements
· blood can be real or circumstantial evidence, it depends on the inferences
·  personal appearance e.g. gender, race 
· Inspection in loco is an inspection by the court at the scene of the crime or incident
· Technology refers to DNA or blood
· Fingerprints and handwriting may be real or circumstantial evidence

· 7 points of similarity are needed for a fingerprint match

· An expert witness is needed in the case of fingerprints

· No expert witness is needed for a handwriting 

· The court may draw its own conclusion; the same applies for footprints

Study Unit 5: Documentary evidence

· the main requirements that need to be met before a document can be used as evidence; if the original document is produced in court and if the document is proved to be authentic
· exceptions when secondary evidence may be used, First paragraph p406 Txtbk
· read through discovery, inspection and production of documents
Study Unit 6: Uncertain classification

· photographs as evidence
· real evidence if there is a fingerprint on the photo and that is your interest
· documentary evidence is your interest is the content of the photo
· S v Mpumlo, S v Baleka } used as real evidence
· S v Singh, S v Ramgobin} used as documentary evidence
Study Unit 7: Judicial notice

· No evidence will be led if court takes judicial notice
· The only process where the court can accept a fact as true without evidence
· Notorious fact
· A well-known fact

· General knowledge

· Local notoriety

· Has to be a readily ascertainable fact

· Courts must take judicial notice of the law

Study Unit 8: Presumptions

· Be able to differentiate between the three types of presumptions 

Study Unit 9: Statutory presumptions

· Reverse onus

· S v Zuma, S v Meaker

Study Unit 12: Assessment of evidence
· Be able to differentiate between direct  and circumstantial evidence
Study Unit 13: Corroboration 

· R v Mataung
· Section 209 of Criminal Procedure Act
· a conviction may follow a confession if one of two requirements is met
· confession may be confirmed in a material way

· offence must be proved
Study Unit 14: Cautionary Rule
· know the definition

· more than one aspect of the cautionary rule may apply

