 Briefly compare implications of Christianity (Protestants) and Islam. Why is this knowledge important for international management? Explain with the aid of practical examples.
Even though there are many religions in the world, the four dominant religions are Christianity, Islam, Hinduism and Buddhism.

Christianity

Christianity is the major religion in the world, as 20 % of the world population follows Christianity. There are two major church organizations, namely,

· Roman Catholic Church

· Orthodox church – Protestants, Calvinists and Baptist

In 1904, the socialist, Max Weber observed that protestant countries were better developed. The reasons for this are:

· Work ethic of hard work, productivity savings and reinvestment of capital and wealth creation. 

· Greater political and economic freedom 

· development of individuals

· rise in entrepreneurship

· Free market capitalism and initiative.

Islam
Islam originated from AD610. Muslims believe that Muhammad is the prophet of Allah.

Monotheistic faith requiring unconditional adherence to tenets as set forth in the Qur’an

Worldly gain and temporal power are regarded as illusions. All Muslims are expected to act charitably, justly, respectfully and humbly in their dealings with others.

Code of conduct circumscribes their actions for all interpersonal relations.

Islam makes no distinction between religion and the state.

Islam is the source of law.

Islam basically supports capitalism.
· Profits earned in fair business is justified but may not result from exploitation or deceit
· All Muslims are expected to act justly, charitably and humbly in business dealings.
· Total prohibition of payment or receipt of interest.
· Importance in honoring contractual agreements
· The Qur’an forms basis of law
· Strong political pressure to preserve religious traditions.
· Worship in prayer 5 times per day
· The wealthy have obligation to help the misfortune
· Females have attitudes towards the role of the woman in business
· Women have to dress in certain ways and are subordinate to men.
· The consumption of pork meat and alcohol is totally forbidden.
From the explanations above, we can conclude, that when doing business internationally, with Christian institutions, the business venture may very well be successful, as the Christian religion is very liberal, in that they support a free market economy, and they share a greater economic and philosophical freedom.

The Islamic religion on the other hand, supports capitalism. When doing business with them, one has to take cognizance of the fact, that certain issues are prohibited, for example the consumption of alcohol and pork meat.

When doing business on an international level, with Islamic countries, for example Saudi Arabia, the initiating companies should take into account the following:

Islamic countries are more rigid in their running of the business, as opposed to for example Christian based companies. This means that Islamic companies focus a lot on rules and abiding by them, rather than freedom of expression. Their view regarding gender principles is that females should be subordinate to males. Therefore if you are a female in a company wanting to do business with an Islamic country (organization, institution, etc), the males in those organizations will be reluctant to conduct any business with you, as they would prefer dealing with males.  Islam totally forbids the consumption of pork meat and alcohol, and therefore in doing any business with them, one should not under any circumstances, speak or relate to any of these subjects.

Islam also emphasizes that the rich and wealthy should assist the underprivileged. They will therefore want to conduct business with companies that favor assisting those that are less fortunate.

PAGE  
1

