Skills Course for Law Students 
Section 1: 

	Study Skills      [25 Marks]

	· Exploration Phase
· Fixation Phase

· Testing Phase

	Why do we study?

	Mention/Compare the terms STUDY -LEARNING

	· Learning is a human activity
· A learner is a subjective being

· Human beings have :

· Values

· Knowledge

· Experiences

· Interrogate

· Question

· A sense of being active

· Memory/recall

	Study environment

	· Explore:
· Social- derivative of society/people 

        People around you

· Physical- 

·  No interruptions
· No disruptions

· Lighting and ventilation

· Comfortable table or chair

· Temperature 

	Motivation:Positive/Negative

	(Internal/intrinsic                                      (External/extrinsic
· Internal/intrinsic
· Goals

· Long term

· Short term

· External motivation can be positive and negative.
· Example of negative external motivation

If you do not pass you will not be regarded…

· Example of positive motivation

If you pass you will be recognised…

	Learning Contract

	A contract you enter in with yourself.
e.g. vision and mission

personal motivation you bind yourself to

Motivation

	Time Management

	-Time magement
-24 hrs

-8hrs sleep

-Prioritise

· Urgency and importance first

· Needs versus wants

· Should do’s and could do’s

BEST WAY TO DO TIME PLANNING: TIME TABLE


	Study groups: pg 13-15

	
[image: image1]
· Working together we can do more.

	What is the rational of a study group?
What is the advantage of a study group?

Rational= Reason behind

	

	Fixation
Note-making:

	· visual( picturesque approach- mind maps/organograms/spidergram/diagram

· narrative(paragraph form

Summary ( reduce amount of words into its minimilistic form without losing context 
Lines/sentences 

                                                                    

	NB! Newspaper text – Sowetan Newspaper

	Page 19-20- How to makie good summaries 
Teacher abusing 13 year old girl who is dumb


Sex suspect's child 'older than victim'

15 Oct 2010 | By HENDRICK MPHANDE, Dispatch Online | 53 

Fri Oct 22 14:33:23 SAST 2010
comments

A teacher who police allege was caught red-handed having sex with a 13-year old pupil has a daughter older than his alleged victim

 Police saw him in the back of a bakkie with a 13-year-old girl  

This emerged in the teacher's bail application in the Port Elizabeth Magistrate's Court, the Dispatch reports.

The 38-year-old teacher, who cannot be named because of the nature of the crime involving a minor, has previous convictions for assault and driving under the influence of alcohol.

He was granted R1000 bail and the case was postponed to December 10 for further investigation.

In his submission to the court, the teacher said through his lawyer, Patrick Septoe, that he would enter a not guilty plea when his case went to trial.

The father of a 14-year-old child is accused of having sex with the 13-year-old girl who had previously been in his class. 

He is married and has been in the teaching profession for the past 17 years, his lawyer told the court.

He was arrested last Friday in the veld near Malabar after members of the police spotted his bakkie, which they suspected at first as being a stolen vehicle.

The officers realised they could not see clearly into the front because it had tinted windows, but when they went to check at the back they saw the man with the 13-year-old girl. 

The court also heard that the Department of Education was in the process of suspending him.

"I am going to accept my suspension pending the finalisation of the case," Septoe said on behalf of the teacher.

The school's principal said school was operating as normal and the teacher in question was not there.

"Parents have no reason to fear. We plan to get a substitute teacher."

	Sex suspect’s child ‘older than victim’
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2010/10/14
A PORT Elizabeth teacher who police allege was caught red-handed having sex with a 13-year old pupil has a daughter older than his alleged victim. 

This emerged in the teacher’s bail application in the Port Elizabeth Magistrate’s Court yesterday.

The 38-year-old teacher, who cannot be named because of the nature of the crime involving a minor , has previous convictions for assault and driving under the influence of alcohol.

He was granted R1000 bail and the case was postponed to December 10 for further investigation.

In his submission to the court, the teacher said through his lawyer, Patrick Septoe, that he would enter a not guilty plea when his case went to trial.

The father of a 14-year-old child is accused of having sex with the 13- year-old girl who had previously been in his class. 

He is married and has been in the teaching profession for the past 17years, his lawyer told the court.

He was arrested last Friday in the veld near Malabar after members of the police spotted his bakkie, which they suspected at first as being a stolen vehicle.

The officers realised they could not see clearly into the front because it had tinted windows, but when they went to check at the back they saw the man with the 13-year-old girl. 

In her address to court yesterday, State prosecutor Alex Jonas said the State was not opposed to granting bail.

She also denied that senior public prosecutor Dillia Bosman had pressured the investigating officer to release the accused on bail.

The accused was ordered to refrain from interfering with witnesses. 

The court also heard that the Department of Education was in the process of suspending him.

“I am going to accept my suspension pending the finalisation of the case,” Septoe said on behalf of the teacher.

The school’s principal said school was operating as normal and the teacher in question was not there.

“Parents have no reason to fear. We plan to get a substitute teacher.” - By HENDRICK MPHANDE




	TESTING PHASE

	Action words

	Words that give instruction
Distinguishi difference between

· whereas

· on the contrary

· as opposed to

· in contrdistinction

· on the one end


	Communication Skills     [20 Marks]

	Interviewing forms basis of being a lawyer

	Non- Verbal Communication- DVD

	Interviewing

	       (
Consultation:
Know how to prepare for interviews.
How to contact a witness.

	In court:

	-Stages
Two Parts

A
(
PLAINTIFF
(
-opening address
(magistrate: “Your Worship”)

-examination –in- chief
(no leading questions)
no yes/no answer questions
(your own client)
B
(
DEFENDANT-Accused

-cross-examination
(someone else’s client)

NB! You cannot object in cross-examination.

-Re-examination


	LOGIC

	Know what Logic is.

	Deductive and Inductive Reasoning


	(                                           (
Conclude from                       Build onto a statement


	RESEARCH SKILLS           [10 MARKS]

	Why?

	1. Knowledge

2. Preparation and good professional presentation

3. To avoid plagiarism- reference/acknowledge

	What to focus on:

	1.Sources

Primary                       (
                                    (
Examples

Definition/description

Secondary                   (
                                    (
Examples
Define/Describe


	How to do it: how to find: 

· Case law

· Legislation                                  [page 81]

· Common law                              [page 82-83]

· How to find info from a book    [page 85]

	Distinguish between legislation and case law [page 79]

	NB! How to do it/ How to find it?
· Answer should start with if:

	How to find info in a book:

First establish topic-go to the table of contents
Subject index
Footnotes-reference in reference work
                           (
at the bottom of a page

Bibliography- list of all sources 
                            (
at the end of research work                        [page 92 pp B ]

	· Where to find what
· How to define this or that

	Things to consider when finding info from a 
Journal
(when it was written

JUTASTAT/Library/ Attorney chambers/Advocate Chambers

Use info as long as it has relevance


	READING SKILLS             [25 MARKS]

	Pg 26- interpret and understand the text

	Electronic Communications Act}Short Title
36 of 2005

	Check 3 things:
1. Text

2. Context

3. Presumptions

	Where do we find the short title of an Act
-beginning of act
-or at the bottom of Act

	Importance of Signed text
-If there is a discrepency in a n Act in a specific language- the one signed by the President will be used.

	The importance of the long title:
-Give the importance of the long title
-Why was the Act published- name and purpose

	Preamble:
Underlying philosophy of the Act

	Definitions:

Definition Clause- to definr the most technical or difficult words as used in the Act.

	Divide into:
· Sections
· Subsections

· Paragraphs

· Subparagraphs
Example: Section 4(1)(b)(iii)
only brackets around subsections

	Context [page 36]
Take in regard the context of an Act

	Presumptioms [page 36]
Legislation only applies in the future and not retrospectively

	Court Case:

	SvMakua 1993(1)SACR160(T) (Criminal Case

	State v Accused
Before 1960 S was R – Regina or Rex
Pg 56
Case was heard -1992
Molefe  v Mahaeng  (Civil Case


	1. Action Proceedings (
	· Commences by way of summons
· Parties-plaintiff and defendant

· Fundamental differences as far as the facts of the case is concerned


	2.Application proceedings
(
· Notice of motion

· The word Ex Parte appears in front of the applicant’s name

· No fundamental differences as far as the facts of the case are concerned

· i.e: Ex Parte vs Addleson

	

	

	Cur adv vult- the court wishes to consider its verdict
Postea- afterwards                 [page 61]

	Legislature- know the 9 factors
Case law: know factors in left margin

	Legal representatives- include both attorneys and advocates
Page 69- Firm of attorneys[they had files of the cases]
(not actual representattives

	Three different kinds of judgment:

1. Minority

2. Majority

3. Separate



	Majority

Agreed on Judgment and Reasons

Seperate

Agree on Judgment with separate reasons

Minority

No agreement with majority as far as judgment and reason



	            
Both written by editors

Catch Phrase (Fly note) Page 48(iii)
-deals mainly with the judgment
-sentence put in point form seperated by dashes (-)

Head note
-does not only concrn with judgment
-decision
-Word “held”

Legislation= SA
                     Provincial
                     By laws


	NUMERIC SKILLS                            [20 MARKS]

	Page 122

Partnership

Assets: Everything I own
Liabilities: Everything I owe

70 000 Capital

5:3:2=10(denominator
numerator

	

	A=5/10 X 70 000

B=3/10 X 70 000

C=2/10 X 70 000

Rate of exchange
When you leave (you divide
When you come back ( you multiply

John 50 994
R = 50 994 X 7.9

=402 852.60

Cayenne 

R1m – 402 852.60

=TT X 14.5% X 4.5 years

	

	

	


Apportionment: Actuarists

X –applies Pg 72 Solution!!!

Damages to other person

Attorney’s Account
Activity 12



Page 134

Only give full account:

	Services rendered
	Fees
	Costs/Expenses

	Letters written
	
	

	Stamps
	
	

	Letters
	
	

	Briefs
	
	

	Summons
	
	

	Affidavits (1)
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


(1) 2 affidavits 280p  4 ¾

ALWAYS ANSWER IN FULL SENTENCES

SUMMARIZE WITH CLEAR PARAGRAPHS

Customary Law 

Customary law is generally unwritten law. It is fixed practices in accordance with which people live because they regard it as the law. Customary law therefore does not concern all customs or practices, such as practices of polite behaviour. Old Germanic law also consisted of customs. The same can be said of indigenous law. In modern law custom does not play such an important role as a formative source of law. Any assertion of a custom as law has to be proved. The court in the well-known case of van Breda v Jacobs 1921 AD 330, required that the following be proved before a custom could qualify as law (2): 

· It must be immemorial; 

· It must be reasonable; 

· It must have continued without exception since its immemorial origin; and 

· Its content and meaning must be certain and clear. 
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